PLANNING APPLICATION NUMBER:P11/0688
Type of approval sought

Tree Preservation Order

Ward

ST THOMASS

Applicant

Mrs Brigid, Field

Location:

3, KINGSOAK GARDENS, DUDLEY, DY2 8AL

Proposal

REDUCE CROWN OF 1 SYCAMORE TREE

Recommendation APPROVE SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS
Summary:

TREE PRESERVATION ORDER NO: TPO 412 (1994) – A1
SITE AND SURROUNDINGS
1.

The tree subject to this application is a sycamore tree that is located in the rear
garden of 3 Kingsoak Gardens. The tree is not visible form kings Oak Gardens or
from New Rowley Road. However the tree can be seen from the bottom of Hillman
Drive and the upper portion of the crown can be seen from the junction of Hillman
Drive and Oakham Road. Overall it is considered that the tree provides a moderate to
low amount of amenity to the surrounding area.

PROPOSAL
2.

Summary of proposals for the works as written on application form is as follows:
•

3.

Crown Reduce 1 Sycamore

The tree has been marked on the attached plan.

HISTORY
4.

There has been one previous Tree Preservation Order applications on this site.

Application No
P11/0329

Proposal
Fell 1 Sycamore
Tree

Decision
Refused

Date
11/05/11

PUBLIC CONSULTATION
5.

A letter of objection has been received from the tree owner, who objects to the
application on the grounds they consider the tree to provide a significant amount of
amenity to the surrounding area. They have also stated that they will not be carrying
out a crown reduction on their side.

ASSESSMENT

Tree(s) Appraisal

Tree Structure

Tree 1

TPO No.

A1

Species

Sycamore

Height (m)

13

Spread (m)

6

DBH (mm)

400

Canopy

Architecture
Overall Form

Moderate / Good
Moderate / Good

Age Class

Mature

Yng / EM / M / OM / V

Structural
Assessment

Trunk / Root

Good

Collar

Scaffold Limbs
Secondary
Branches

Good
Good / Moderate

% Deadwood

4%

Root Defects

None Evident

Root Disturbance

None Evident

Other
Failure Foreseeable
Imm / Likely / Possible
/ No

Whole

Part

No

No

Vigour Assessment
Vascular Defects

None Evident

Foliage Defects

None Evident

Leaf Size

Good

Foliage Density

Good

Other

Overall
Assessment
Structure

Good

Vigour

Good

Overall Health

Good

Other Issues
Light Obstruction

Yes – To neighbours

Physical Damage

Possible damage to adjacent wall

Surface Disruption

No

Debris

Some

Amenity

Assessment
Visible

Yes

Prominence

Moderate / Low

Part of Wider
Feature?

Characteristic of
Area

Amenity Value

No
Yes
Moderate / Low

Further Assessment
6.

The applicant, the adjacent neighbour in Hillman Drive, has proposed to fell the tree
due to the amount of foliage that overhangs into their garden, the amount of light the
tree obstructs from their property, the debris that falls from the tree and causes the
paths to be slippery, and as the tree is considered to be out of proportion for the size
of the garden.

7.

On inspection the tree was found to be in relatively healthy conditions with no major
defects present. It was noted that due to the tree’s proximity to the boundary wall
approximately 45-50% of the crown of the tree overhangs the applicant’s garden.

8.

It is accepted that the tree will block light form the property, and does have an
overbearing appearance, and whilst a previous application to fell on these grounds
was refused it is considered that the pruning of the tree could bring substantial
benefits to the applicant.

9.

If pruning works were to be undertaken to the whole of the tree it is considered that a
30% crown reduction would be appropriate to resolve the applicant’s issues.
However as the tree owner has made it clear that they have no intention of

undertaking work to their side of the tree, it is considered that a 30% crown reduction
on one side of the tree only, would not be good for the long term health of the tree
and as such if works are to be carried out on one side only then it should be limited to
a 20% crown reduction.
10. Whilst reducing one side of the tree will slightly imbalance the tree it is not considered
that a 20% reduction will have any adverse impacts on the health of the tree, and due
to the limited public views of the tree it is not considered that the public amenity of the
tree will be significantly affected.
11. Overall it is considered that a 20% crown reduction is appropriate and should be
approved.
CONCLUSION
12. The applicant has proposed to prune the tree on the grounds of the overhanging
branches, the light obstruction; the debris from the tree making the paths slippery,
and the general overbearing appearance of the tree.
13. The tree owner has stated that they do not intend to allow any pruning on their side of
the tree. If works were to be approved across the whole of the tree it is considered
that a 30% would be appropriate. However as works will only be undertaken on one
side of the tree it is considered that a maximum of a 20% crown reduction should be
approved.
14. A 20% crown reduction will go some way to resolving the applicant’s problems with
the tree and will also have minimal impact on the long term health or amenity of the
tree.
RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that application is approved subject to conditions.

Conditions and/or reasons:
1. Notwithstanding any of the details on the submitted application forms, the works
hereby approved are as follows: Schedule:
T1 - Sycamore - Crown reduce by no more than 20%. All works are to leave a
healthy and well balance crown.

2. The tree works subject of this consent shall be carried out in accordance with
British Standard BS 3998:2010 `Recommendations for Treework'.
3. The works hereby approved shall be carried out within 12 months of the date of
this decision.

N

T1

James Dunn
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

12 July 2011 13:39
Tree Preservation
Re: tree-3 kingsoak gardens dy28al

Sophie
I appreciate your prompt reply -thank you
What I cant understand is that it is a beautiful tree at the of our garden and we will not be carrying out
crown reduction,................so surely it would just make the tree lobsided if permission was given for
reduction on the other side of the tree ?
We do no thave any other mature trees in our back garden and it is a great attraction for the birds and the
bats in the early evening ,which are a pleasure to watch and listen to
Many thanks for your help

best wishes
Caroline

From: Tree Preservation <Tree.Preservation@dudley.gov.uk>
To:
Sent: Monday, 11 July 2011, 10:05
Subject: RE: tree-3 kingsoak gardens dy28al

To Caroline
Re: P11/0688
The deadline for the application is 31st July 2011. You will receive a Decision Notification around
that date.
Regards
Sophie Neale
Tree Protection Support Officer
t. 01384 815561
www.planningportal.gov.uk/apply

3 Please consider the environment before printing

From: Vicky Hope On Behalf Of Development Control
Sent: 11 July 2011 08:32


