Meeting of the Taxis Committee
Wednesday 6th April, 2022 at 6.00pm
In Committee Room 2 at the Council House, Priory Road, Dudley
Agenda - Public Session
(Meeting open to the public and press)

1.

Apologies for absence.

2.

To report the appointment of any substitute members serving for this meeting of
the Committee.

3.

To receive any declarations of interest under the Members’ Code of Conduct.

4.

To confirm and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 16th February, 2022 as a
correct record.

5.

Review of Hackney Carriage Fares (Pages 1 – 7)

6.

To consider any questions from Members to the Chair where two clear days notice
has been given to the Monitoring Officer (Council Procedure Rule 11.8).
Under the provisions of Part I of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972,
the Monitoring Officer has decided that there will be no advance disclosure of the
following reports because the public interest in disclosing the information is
outweighed by the public interest in maintaining the exemption from disclosure

7.

Resolution to exclude the public and press.
Chair to move:
“That the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following items of
business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt
information under Part I of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972, as
amended, for the reasons stated on the agenda.”

8.

Review of a Private Hire and Hackney Carriage Driver’s Licence – Mr FS (Pages 8
- 15) (the report contains exempt information relating to an individual)

9.

Application for Grant of Exemptions on a Private Hire Vehicle Licence – Mr MP
(Pages 16 - 24) (the report contains exempt information relating to an individual)

Chief Executive
Dated: 29th March, 2022
Distribution:
Councillor A Hopwood (Chair)
Councillor K Lewis (Vice-Chair)
Councillors M Aston, I Bevan, B Challenor, R Body, P Drake, D Harley and E Lawrence
Please note the following concerning meetings at Dudley Council House:
Covid-19 Secure Working
Hands
 Hand Sanitiser and antibacterial wipes are available at various locations. Everyone is asked
to sanitise their hands when arriving and leaving the building. Hand washing facilities are
also available on site.
Face
 All attendees are strongly advised to wear face coverings in situations where 2m distancing
cannot be maintained. There is a supply of masks available for your use. These need to
be worn correctly, covering nose and mouth. To assist this, a provision of surgical grade
type 2R masks are available. The masks can be removed when you are speaking at the
meeting.
 All persons entering or working in the building are strongly encouraged to wear face masks
in communal areas and when moving around the building.
Space
 Please be respectful of everyone’s personal space and preferences when you attend
meetings.
Testing
 All people attending are encouraged to undertake Lateral Flow Tests twice a week (a supply
of kits is available). Anyone testing positive should not attend and should seek further advice
including self-isolation and taking a PCR test.

 Anyone unwell should not attend. Or if you have tested positive for Covid-19 in the last 10
days; if you are self-isolating or if you suspect that you are symptomatic.
Ventilation
 Windows will be opened in advance of meetings and will be maintained in an open position
during meetings to maximise air flow and air changes within the room.
 Heating on site will be used to ensure minimum welfare requirements are met. The windows
are open for ventilation, and this may make the environment cooler, so please dress
accordingly.
 Carbon Dioxide Monitors will be situated in the meeting rooms. Data captured is used to
monitor and assure effectiveness of ventilation.
Vaccination
 All persons attending meetings are strongly encouraged to be vaccinated to limit ill-health
effects should a transmission of coronavirus occur.
Toilets
 Toilet facilities are available on site and are subject to the Covid-19 secure measures that
are in place. All the toilets have hand washing facilities.
No smoking
 There is no smoking on the Council House premises in line with national legislation. It is
an offence to smoke in or on the premises. You cannot use
e-cigarettes and/or similar vaping devices.
In Case of Emergency
 In the event of the alarms sounding, please leave the building by the nearest exit. There
are Officers who will assist you in the event of this happening, please follow their
instructions.
Submitting Apologies for Absence
 Elected Members can submit apologies by contacting Democratic Services (see our
contact details below). Members wishing to appoint a substitute should notify Democratic
Services as soon as possible in advance of the meeting. Any substitute Members must be
eligible to serve on the meeting in question (for example, he/she must have received the
training required by the Council).
Private and Confidential Information
 Any agendas containing reports with ‘exempt’ information should be treated as private and
confidential. It is your responsibility to ensure that information containing private and
personal data is kept safe and secure at all times. Confidential papers should be handed
to Democratic Services for secure disposal. If you choose to retain the documents you
should ensure that the information is securely stored and destroyed within six months.
General
 Public Wi-Fi is available in the Council House.

 The use of mobile devices or electronic facilities is permitted for the purposes of
recording/reporting during the public session of the meeting. The use of any such devices
must not disrupt the meeting – Please turn off any ringtones or set your devices to silent.
 Information about the Council and our meetings can be viewed on the website
www.dudley.gov.uk
If you need advice or assistance
 If you (or anyone you know) requires assistance to access the venue, or if you have any
other queries, please contact Democratic Services - Telephone 01384 815238 or E-mail
Democratic.Services@dudley.gov.uk

Minutes of the Meeting of the Taxis Committee
Wednesday 16th February 2022 at 6.00 pm
in Committee Room 2 at the Council House, Dudley
Present:
Councillor A Hopwood (Chair)
Councillor K Lewis (Vice-Chair)
Councillors M Aston, R Body, B Challenor, R Collins, P Drake, D Harley and W Sullivan
Officers:
S Smith – Team Manager (Licensing and Waste Enforcement), N Slym – Assistant Team
Manager (Both Directorate of Public Realm), I Grosvenor – Finance Manager, R Hinett –
Principal Accountancy Assistant, T Holder – Solicitor and K Buckle - Democratic Services
Officer (All Directorate of Finance and Legal).

55.

Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors I
Bevan and E Lawrence.

56.

Appointment of Substitute Members
It was reported that Councillors R Collins and W Sullivan had been appointed as
substitute Members for Councillors I Bevan and E Lawrence respectively, for this
meeting of the Committee only.

57.

Declarations of interest
No Member made a declaration of interest, in accordance with the Members Code of
Conduct, in respect of any matter considered at the meeting.

58.

Minutes
Resolved
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That the minutes of the meeting held on 13th January 2022 be approved as a
correct record and signed.

59.

Change in Order of Business
Pursuant to Council Procedure Rule 13(c) it was:
Resolved
That the order of business be varied, and the agenda items considered in the
order set out in the minutes below.

60.

Exclusion of the Public and Press
Resolved
That the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following item of
business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt
information relating to an individual(s) as defined under Part 1 of Schedule 12A
to the Local Government Act 1972, as amended.

61.

Application for grant of a Private Hire Driver’s Licence – IA
A report of the Acting Director of Public Realm was submitted to consider the grant of a
private hire driver’s licence to Mr IA.
Mr IA together with his father Mr MI and his Solicitor Mr Schiller were in attendance at
the meeting.
The Committee were informed that this Application had been considered by Members
in July 2021 when the application had been deferred pending clarification and further
information to be requested from West Midlands Police on Mr IA’s Disclosure Barring
Service Police Report. The information requested had been received shortly before the
meeting of the Committee, however Mr Schiller agreed to proceed with the application
on behalf of Mr IA.
It was noted that the document received from West Midlands Police outlined
intelligence in relation to Mr IA but failed to provide information in relation to Mr IA’s
possible links to local gang members.
Mr Schiller confirmed that Mr IA had no direct involvement with any gang, however he
knew people who knew people that knew gang members and Mr IA confirmed that he
was aware that should any material come to light that demonstrated that this was not
the case, any licence granted to him could be reviewed by the Committee on that
basis.
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Mr Schiller on behalf of Mr IA made representations in relation to each intelligence log
summary and responded to questions asked by the Committee.
The Committee were informed that there were no further matters pending that needed
to be brought to their attention.

All parties then withdrew from the meeting to enable the Committee to determine the
application.
Resolved
That, following careful consideration of the information contained in the report
submitted, and as reported at the meeting, a Private Hire Driver’s Licence be
granted to Mr IA for a period of twelve months.

At this juncture the meeting resumed in public session

62.

Revision of Licence Fees
A report of the Acting Director of Public Realm was submitted on the revision of fees for
Private Hire and Hackney Carriage licences administered by the Committee.
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The Team Manager (Licensing and Waste Enforcement) presented the report in detail
referring Members to paragraphs of specific importance.
The Finance Manager outlined the proposed budget for 2022/23 and confirmed that the
projected budget had been calculated with the assumption that there would be no
increase to fees and charges, whilst an ongoing review of the impact of Covid-19 had
upon trade continued.
It was noted that over the last three year cycle a deficit of £62k had been forecasted,
excluding 2021/2022, during that period income levels had been consistent but had
been adversely affected by the impact of Covid 19 lockdowns during the first quarter of
2021/22. The draft budget for 2022/23 reflected the costs and income budgets set in
2018/19 and therefore efficiencies had been generated to offset the rise in inflation
over the four-year period and were outlined in the report submitted.
The Finance Manager referred to specific detail in relation to the administration of the
Licensing Service, including cost.
In responding to a question from Councillor R Body, the Team Manager (Licensing and
Waste Enforcement) stated that Covid-19 had affected the Service in terms of a
reduction in the number of Licences issued during 2020, with there being a shift from
applications for Hackney Carriage to Private Hire Driver’s Licences.
In responding to a further question in relation to Operator fees, the Team Manager
(Licensing and Waste Enforcement) referred to the Wolverhampton model advising that
they had reduced their fees, however they had over 12,000 drivers and were in a
position to do so and increasing the number of Operators would not address issues in
relation to trade income.
The Finance Manager also reported that Vehicle Testing income had reduced due to a
number of Taxi Drivers purchasing new vehicles.
Resolved
That no action be taken to increase the fees for private hire and hackney
carriage licences administered by the Committee, with effect from 1st April 2022.

63.

Exclusion of the Public and Press
Resolved
That the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following item
of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt
information relating to an individual(s) as defined under Part 1 of Schedule 12A
to the Local Government Act 1972, as amended.
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64.

Review of a Private Hire Driver’s Licence – Mr MA
A report of the Acting Director of Public Ream was submitted to consider the review of
a private hire driver’s licence in respect of Mr MA.
Mr MA was in attendance at the meeting and explained the circumstances surrounding
the convictions. It was noted that the incidents had occurred whilst Mr MA was on
holiday and not whilst he was undertaking his duties as a private hire driver.
Mr MA responded to questions asked by the Committee and confirmed that there were
no further matters pending that needed to be brought to the Committee’s attention.
Resolved
That following consideration of the information contained in the report and
presented at the meeting the Committee determined that no further action be
taken.

The meeting ended at 7.05 pm.
CHAIR
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Agenda Item No. 5

Meeting of the Taxis Committee – 6th April 2022
Report of the Acting Director of Public Realm
Review of Hackney Carriage Fares
Purpose
1.

To consider the application for the increase in hackney carriage fares submitted
by Mr Mohammed Ali on behalf the of Dudley Taxi and Private Hire Association
who represent a number of both Hackney Carriage and Private Hire drivers
licensed by Dudley Council.

Recommendation
2.

That the Committee consider the revision of hackney carriage fares.

Background
3.

The fares for hackney carriages were last increased with effect from July 2011, a
list of current fares is attached to this report as Appendix 1.

4.

Mr Mohammed Ali on behalf of the Dudley Taxi and Private Hire Association has
submitted a request for the revision of hackney carriage fares which is attached
to this report as Appendix 2. Also attached to this report as appendix 3 is a
comparison of fares including neighbouring authorities prepared and published
by Private Hire and Taxi Monthly a trade magazine for the taxi trade.

Finance
5.

There are no financial implications.

Law
6.

Pursuant to Section 65 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act,
1976, the Council may set or vary the rates of fares within the District for the hire
of hackney carriages by means of a table of fares.
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7.

If the Council varies the table of fares, it must publish it in at least one local
newspaper circulating in the District, a notice setting out the table of fares or the
variation thereof and specifying a period of at least 14 days within which
objection the table of rates variation can be made.

8.

A copy of the notice must be kept on display for 14 days from the date of the first
publication and must at all reasonable hours be open for public inspection
without payment.

9.

If no objection to the table of fares or its variations is made within the period
specified or if all objection so made are withdrawn, the table of fares or variation
will come into operation on the date of the expiration of the period specified in the
notice.

10.

If objection is duly made and is not withdrawn, the Council must set a further
date, not later than two months after the first specified date, on which the table of
fares will come into force with or without modification as decided by them after
consideration of the objection.

Risk Management
11.

There are no risk management implications.

Equality Impact
12.

The licensing of Private Hire and Hackney Carriage vehicles and drivers will
impact on children and young people through their transportation in licensed
vehicles.

13.

There has been no consultation or involvement of children and young people in
developing these proposals.

Human Resources/Organisational Development
14.

There are no human resources/organisational development implications.

Commercial/Procurement
15.

There are no commercial/procurement implications.
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Council Priorities
12.

This application falls within the Council’s responsibility for Licensing as a direct
link to the Council’s key corporate priority to support stronger and safer
communities.

Balvinder Heran
Deputy Chief Executive

Contact Officer:

Mr S Smith
Telephone: 01384 815377
Email: simon.smith@dudley.gov.uk

Appendices
Appendix 1 Current table of fares.
Appendix 2 Application for review.
Appendix 3 Fare comparison.
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Appendix 2
Dear licensing manager.
The Hackney drivers have requested a fare increase. After careful consideration and
on behalf of the drivers we would request the following changes be put forward for
approval.
Rate 1
To hire the taxi (flag) start
£1.50 increase to £2.00
First mile will increase from £4.30 to £4.80
Rate 2
£2.00 increase to £2.50
First mile will increase from£4.80 to £5.30
Rate 3
£3.00 start rate & first mile remain the same £8.60
Current cost per mile £1.60 will increase by 20p to £1.80 per (subsequent mile after
the first mile).
Waiting time currently £12.00 per hour, increase to £16.00 per hour.
Booking charge £2,
Soiling/ Valeting £50.
Both remain the same.
The increase proposed is in basic terms an increase of 50 pence up to the first mile
and only .20 pence on any subsequent miles.
The waiting time has gone up by £4 per hour but has not been increased since the
year 2006.Also this is the current rate being charged in Sandwell and in fact there
waiting time doubles on their tariff 2!
Our rate 3 for the first mile remains the same and is no longer double, in fact it’s
approximately £1 less than if it was double rate 1
Also in support of our rise having done some research there are proposed rises for
Wolverhampton, Birmingham and I believe Walsall will shortly be submitting a
proposal for increase and I would imagine Sandwell drivers will also follow suit.
The fuel costs have reached a record high and on average each driver is paying £32
to £64 per week more just on fuel costs.
The Hackney trade has lost at least 50% of their drivers nationally.
Also suitable & affordable alternative vehicles are not available, and are likely to be
very expensive as no Taxi converter has produced a hybrid suitable for Hackney.
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For the customers in Dudley, 99% of the HC vehicles are at least 6 seats and most
are in fact capable of carrying 7 passengers which taken from a rank or flagged
down is very good value for money. (Cheaper than 2 private hire cars. )
Lastly, kindly could we request this be put forward for the 6 April committee and
ideally be first Agenda item as it’s Ramadan.
Should you wish to clarify anything please kindly email today. Although the above
may seem complicated, it’s quite simple we would wish to use the same yardage
used on the 2011 revision of fees.
Lastly hopefully once approved I would request my input to keep the tariff sheet
simple and clear.
Thanks.
Mohammad Ali
(Hackney carriage)
Waterfront cars
DTPA.
Sent from my iPhone

Good afternoon, if you think it will be possible to take to April committee please let
me know.
Could you kindly also add the provision to be able to increase the running mile from
£1.80 to £2 per mile in 6 months time subject inflation or excessive fuel price
increases. Hopefully this will not be necessary but if approved it allows the trade to
adjust fares again without further approval.
Thanks
Mohammed Ali
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