PLANNING APPLICATION NUMBER:P10/0926
Type of approval sought

Tree Preservation Order

Ward

NORTON

Applicant

Mrs Monica Scott

Location:

93, NORTON ROAD, NORTON, STOURBRIDGE, DY8 2TB

Proposal

FELL 1 NO. SILVER BIRCH TREE

Recommendation REFUSE
Summary:

TREE PRESERVATION ORDER NO: D262a (1989) – T16
SITE AND SURROUNDINGS
1.

The tree subject to this application is a mature birch tree that is located in the rear
garden of 93 Norton Road, close to the boundary with 2 Carver Gardens. The tree
is prominently visible from within Carver Gardens, a small cul-de-sac, and whilst
less prominent it can also be seen from various points on Norton Road. Due to the
size and prominence of the tree it is considered to provide a moderate to high
amount of amenity to the surrounding area.

PROPOSAL
2.

Summary of proposals for the works as written on application form is as follows:
•

3.

Fell 1 birch tree.

The trees have been marked on the attached plan.

HISTORY
4.

There has been one previous Tree Preservation Order application on this site.
Application No
99/50196

Proposal
Prune 1 Silver birch
Tree

Decision
Approved with
conditions

Date
07/05/99

PUBLIC CONSULTATION
5.

A letter of support has been received from the adjacent neighbour at 2 Carver
Gardens. They support the application on the grounds that they consider the tree to
be in declining health, a large branch failed form the tree and has caused damage to
their cars and they have concerns about future branch failure if the tree is to remain.

ASSESSMENT

Tree(s) Appraisal

Tree 1
Birch
16
8
550
Good
Good

Tree Structure
Species
Height (m)
Spread (m)
DBH (mm)
Canopy Architecture
Overall Form
Age Class

Mature

Yng / EM / M / OM / V

Structural Assessment
Trunk / Root Collar
Scaffold Limbs
Secondary Branches
% Deadwood
Root Defects
Root Disturbance
Other
Failure Foreseeable
Imm / Likely / Possible / No

Good
Good
Good
7%
None Evident
None Evident
Whole

Part

No

No

Vigour Assessment
Vascular Defects
Foliage Defects
Leaf Size
Foliage Density
Other

None Evident
None Evident
Good
Good

Overall Assessment
Structure
Vigour
Overall Health

Good
Good
Good

Other Issues
Light Obstruction
Physical Damage
Surface Disruption
Debris
Amenity
Assessment
Visible

No
None Evident
None Evident
Some
Yes

Prominence
Part of Wider
Feature?
Characteristic of Area
Amenity Value

Moderate
No
Yes
Moderate / High

Further Assessment
6.

The applicant has proposed to fell the tree as they consider it to be too close to the
adjacent property and a danger in high winds.

7.

On inspection the tree was found to be in a reasonable condition with no major
defects present. It was noted that there was a good amount of deadwood through out
the crown however this was considered to be reflective of the age of the tree rather
than symptomatic of poor health.

8.

During inspection no obvious signs of structural defect were observed. As such it is
considered that there is no specific reason as to suggest that future failure is likely.

9.

However it is accepted that the tree is nearing the end of its natural life expectancy
and that some point in the near future it is likely to enter into decline as the result of
the natural ageing p[process. Once this happens the decline is likely to be swift and
the tree will need to be removed in relatively short order.

10. As such it needs to be considered whether the amenity that the tree will provide for
the intervening period is sufficient to warrant its retention at this time.
11. Overall I consider that the tree still provides a good amount of amenity and the likely
life expectancy is such that there is still a useful amount of amenity left in this tree. as
such at this time it is not considered that the felling of the tree has been sufficiently
justified. However it would be recommended that the applicant seeks to undertake
some crown cleaning to remove and dead, dying, and poorly formed branches form
the tree.
CONCLUSION
12. The applicant has proposed to fell the tree as they are concerns about the safety of
the tree and they consider it to be nearing the end of its natural life expectancy.
13. It is considered that the tree is in relatively good health and could certainly be
retained in a safe condition with relatively minor crown cleaning works. Whilst it is
accepted that the tree will enter into a natural decline in the relatively near future it is
considered that until it does the tree provides a good amount of amenity to the area

and, on balance should be retained. As such it is recommended that the application is
refused.
RECOMMENDATION
14.

It is recommended that application is refused for the reasons set out below.

Conditions and/or reasons:
1. The tree provides a moderate to high amount of amenity to the surrounding area
and users of the adjacent section of Norton Road and Carver Gardens. The reasons
for the application and the supporting information do not sufficiently justify the
detrimental affect on the local amenity that would result from the proposed felling.

N

T1

