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1. INTRODUCTION
1.1

This Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) sets out how Dudley Council will engage with local residents,
businesses and community groups in the preparation of planning documents and the consideration of planning
applications.

1.2

Copies of this SCI are available in large font, as well as an audio version and, upon request, summaries in
alternative languages to English.

1.3

This SCI updates Dudley Council’s previous SCI, which was adopted in February 2017. An update to
the SCI is required by Central Government to enable Dudley Council to engage in effective
consultation on our planning documents including in the time of the Covid-19 pandemic and local
lockdowns by, at such a time, following the relevant protocols on social distancing. For instance the
avoidance of face to face contact, public meetings and events and making copies available in public
places such as libraries.

1.4

The prospect of this pandemic or similar recurring has led us to introduce flexibility within our
required and advised means of consultation, so that if and when such a situation arises again in the
future, these alternative ways of communication are available.

1.5

The SCI has also been revised to address recent changes in the way people communicate with each
other, particularly through social media networks.

1.6

The SCI explains planning concepts in a straight forward way: to help in reading through the SCI, when you see:This is what the regulations require Dudley Council to do
Based on these regulations, this is what Dudley Council are going to do to ensure that we engage with as many members
of the community as we can

4
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1.7

Vision
Our vision for the SCI is to provide a framework:
• designed on customer needs, with clear, open and appropriate channels of communication between us and

all customers of our planning service;
• and so demonstrating that we are committed to communicating in a timely manner, giving our community the

opportunity to respond as fully as they would wish;
• in order to ensure that anyone who would wish to engage with this service are given the opportunity to do so,
• with an emphasis on engagement with the more difficult to reach community and action groups;
• to ensure that all are given a fair and equal chance to comment on proposals and to help the community in

shaping their areas, and in so doing empower communities; and
• to enable our plans to be more responsive to the needs and ideas of our communities on shaping and

improving their neighbourhoods.

1.8

What is theSCI?

The SCI informs on appropriate and effective means of customer engagement with regard to the delivery of two primary
and overlapping functions of the Planning Service:
a)

Seeking responses on proposed development and using that information as part of the decision-making process and/or
to help shape the development – the Development Management Process

b)

Seeking responses on emerging planning policy documents and policy guidance, to enable the community to be
active in inputting into policy formulation and in helping to shape their local environment/place – the Local
Planning Function.

1.9

The SCI establishes:-

a)

What we will engage and consult the community on;

b)

When and for how long this engagement will last, potentially with the view to this being a less time-constrained and
more fluid and flexible process;

c)

How we will consult and engage with the community, with an emphasis using social media networks;

d)

How we will monitor the effectiveness of the SCI and continue the momentum of being more accessible to the
community; and

e)

Who within the community, we will engage with, with a view to engaging with the more difficult to reach
community groups
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1.10

However, it is recognised that a more extensive approach to community engagement may require additional
resources. An appropriate balance therefore needs to be made, with Dudley Council making the most effective use of
its available resources to achieve the maximum possible benefits in the delivery of its planning service: for example, by
placing more emphasis on electronic means of communication.

1.11

Process

The previous version of the SCI was adopted by Dudley Council at a meeting of Cabinet on the 8th February
2017.
This followed a consultation exercise which we undertook on that document between the 3rd October 2016
and the 28th November 2016
This current SCI was adopted by Dudley Council at a meeting of Cabinet on 23rd September 2020. As this
version is an update of the previously adopted version and it was produced during the time of the Covid-19
pandemic, no external consultation was undertaken.

•
•
•

1.12

As an adopted document, the SCI provides established policy, protocol and guidance for Dudley Council in the
engagement with the community in the delivery of our planning service. It is currently proposed to update the SCI
on a three-year cycle.

1.13

Requirements and guidance for producing an SCI
Section 18 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act requires Dudley Council to prepare a SCI: to engage with
persons “who appear to have an interest in matters relating to development in their area”.

1.14

Government Guidance (Planning Practice Guidance), dated 13th May 2020 1, requires local planning
authorities to assess their SCIs to identify which policies are inconsistent with guidance on staying at
home and away from others. This could include, for example, holding face-to-face community
consultation events or providing physical documents for inspection. Instead we are guided to look at
alternative, appropriate methods including virtual exhibitions, digital consultations, video conferencing,
social media and providing documents for inspection on a public website.

1.15

On the 25th June 2020, the Government, by way of a Ministerial Statement, introduced the Business and
Planning Bill in Parliament. The Bill responds to the Covid-19 emergency and brings forward temporary
changes to the planning system to support economic recovery. This statement sets out supporting
temporary measures that the Government proposes to ensure the planning system continues to operate
effectively, including in consulting with stakeholders.

1
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/plan-making#covid19
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1.16

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) requires:-

•

The planning system to have a social objective – especially in supporting strong and vibrant communities by providing
housing, a high quality environment with accessible local services that reflect the community’s needs (para 8)

•

The planning system to be genuinely plan-led, empowering local people to shape their surroundings with
succinct local plans setting out a positive vision for the future of the area (para 15)

•

Plans should be shaped by early, proportionate and effective engagement between planmakers and
communities, local organisations, businesses, infrastructure providers and operators and statutory
consultees and be accessible through the use of digital tools to assist public involvement and policy
presentation (para 16);

•

Neighbourhood planning provides a powerful set of tools for local people to ensure that they get the right types of
development for their community (para 29)

1.17

The Council Plan, Values and Behaviours’ Framework and Forging a Future for All Council Vision

Dudley Council considers that the SCI strongly accords with the Council Plan, the Values and Behaviours’
Framework and the Forging a Future for All Council Vision. It exemplifies the “One Council”/”Community Council
approach, especially in the way in which the SCI looks to reach out to, and engage with, as many sections of the
community as feasible, and to explain, and encourage the process by which communities can get involved in
planning and help shape their neighbourhoods themselves.
1.18

This SCI, in tandem with the simplified, summary version, accords with The Council Plan, the Values and
Behaviours’ Framework and the Forging a Future for all Council Vision, as summarised below:-

DUDLEY COUNCIL’S REGENERATION SERVICE

REGENERATING

7

THE COUNCIL PLAN

HEALTH & WELL
BEING
GROWING RESILIENT

CLEANER AND
GREENER PLACE

REGENERATION &
ENTERPRISE
REGENERATING THE

COMMUNITIES:

DEVELOPING GREEN

BOROUGH

Empower people to be

SPACE:

Growing the job economy by

Providing a framework of

increasing apprenticeships,

good quality and

developing skills, businesses

accessible community

and education facilities to

space, parks & nature

attract new hi-tech, high

reserves with

skilled workforces

self-reliant, independent
and well-co-ordinated to
grow strong, connected
and resilient communities.

interconnecting green
networks.
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FORGING A FUTURE FOR ALL 2030 – COUNCIL VISION
#HOME – of warm welcomes and close knit communities
A place of healthy, resilient, safe communities with high aspirations and the ability
to shape their own future

.

THE VALUES AND BEHAVIOURS FRAMEWORK
DETERMINATION
Delivering our service in a
transparent way & provide

EMPOWERMENT &
RESPECT

SIMPLICITY
Communicate clearly &
create understandable
processes

Enable more participation in
planning

feedback

EXCELLENCE
Continue to be customer focused
and celebrate good practice

WORKING
TOGETHER
Create a close relationship
with the community

In summary, the SCI will enable us to progress and achieve Council Plan objectives by adopting appropriate
values and behaviour as part of a one council approach, in particular by:
• Using straightforward language to get the message across;
• Encouraging the community to get involved in Neighbourhood Planning;
• Moving away from “Dudley Council’s Plan” to “My Local Plan”;
• Enabling community to take pride in, and responsibility for their neighbourhoods;
• Engaging with a wider cross section of our community, particularly seeking the views of young people,

disabled people and ethnic minority communities;
• Giving our community a fairer and better opportunity of commenting on our plans by, where we can, going

beyond what theregulations require;
• Using new and innovative means of communication; and
• Offering alternative means of communication especially appropriate to times when social distancing
is required

1.19

To help explain the planning terms involved with the community engagement processes, a Glossary is set out at
Appendix D of this SCI.
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2 EFFECTIVE COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
2.1

Purpose and benefits ofinvolvement

Community involvement is essential for the delivery of Dudley Council’s Planning Service as:It strengthens local democracy
It strengthens the decision making process
It enables the community to help shape future plans and development within their neighbourhoods
It strengthens the evidence upon which decisions are made on development proposals, and land use

•
•
•
•

allocations, policies and guidance
•

It enables the community to have pride and ownership in a neighbourhood which they have helped to shape

2.2

Channels of communication

There are a range of communication methods by which Dudley Council can effectively engage with the community
on planning issues. However, it is important to recognise:Different forms of communication methods are more effective in conveying information with regard to different

a)

functions of the Planning andDevelopment Service.
Some of our functions and processes are subject to more national statutory regulations than others - we therefore

b)

have more discretion and flexibility on how we consult on the non regulated processes
2.3

Experience and evidence has informed us that some of the more traditional forms of consultation are less effective,
particularly as a means of engagement with more difficult to reach groups within the community. An example of this
is public exhibitions, often undertaken during the day and in town centres: such consultations tend to exclude workers
and young people and therefore means that not all the sections of the community can give their views.

2.4

While the results obtained from this form of consultation are relevant, there is a need to have a wider and more
varied approach of contacting the community to achieve a balance of views. This is particularly relevant to
providing alternative means of communication appropriate to times when social distancing is required,
for instance, through the use of virtual meetings and exhibitions.

2.5

Indeed, results from a survey which Dudley Council undertook through the planning twitter account revealed that the
preferred methods of communication are:Preferred means of engagement - twitter survey

Email 60%
Newspaper notices / article 0%
Website / social media 40% Public
meeting / exhibition 0%

10
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2.6

Therefore, it is considered that there is justification for Dudley Council to provide more focus on:-

•

Dudley Council’s website

•

Social media channels

as a more effective and resource efficient means of consultation
2.7

Council’s website (planning pages)–

http://www.dudley.gov.uk/resident/planning/#

This site includes detailed and useful information which helps enable the community to:
•

Search for and make comments on a current planning application https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/planning/planning-services/search-for-planningapplications/comment-on-a-planning-application/

•

Make a planning application - https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/planning/planningservices/making-a-planning-application/

•

Make a submission under the Building Regulations https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/planning/buildingcontrol/apply-for-building-control/making-an-application/

•

Find out whether planning permission is required https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/planning/planningservices/apply-for-planning-permission/do-i-need-planning-permission/
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Obtain pre-application advice https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/planning/planning-services/apply-for-

•

planning-permission/pre-application-advice/
How to make a planning enforcement complaint - https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/planning/planning-

•

services/planning-enforcement/
Advice on trees and hedges, including commenting on a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) -

•

https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/planning/planning-services/advice-and-guidance/trees-high-hedges/
View our current programme of plan and policies – the Local Development Scheme (LDS) –

•

https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/planning/planning-policy/dudley-local-plan/local-developmentscheme/
Information on Listed Buildings - https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/planning/historic-

•

environment/historic-buildings-and-structures/statutory-listed-buildings/
2.8

Social media channels

Planning Services have a Twitter account – @PlanningDudley - https://twitter.com/dudleymbc

2.9

This account provides easily accessible information, for example, links to planning policy documents under
consultation, significant development proposals and related local events.

2.10

A major advantage of both the Website and Social Media is that they enable the community to access
information at any time during the day, any day of the week.

2.11

This enables the working population and potentially young people and the more difficult to reach community
groups to engage with us, on the understanding that any response required by us, to, for example, a tweet with
comments on a planning policy document will be responded to, as necessary, during usual office hours.

12
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2.12

Video recordings
Dudley Council already has a YouTube Channel - https://www.youtube.com/user/dudleymbc- , which is used to
broadcast committee meetings and promotional material, which Planning Service could utilise or we will create
our own, potentially as part of that channel. There are considered many benefits to using this form of
communication:-

•

It can reach out to certain sections of the community, who regularly access information and entertainment
through this media network, especially younger people

•

It can provide a “human face” to Dudley Council’s Planning Service / planners

•

It can deliver explanations of planning concepts more simply and in a short amount of time, for instance by a
planning officer explaining a planning process by walking through a potential development site and highlighting the
development opportunities and constraints there

•

It enables the viewer to properly visualise a concept using a variety of senses

•

It can assist in engaging people where English is not their first language

•

For people who request electronic communication, it is likely to be a cheaper and quicker way to communicate.

•

It provides a suitable means of communication during times of social distancing

2.13

E-mail
When you contact Dudley Council’s Planning Services by email, for instance to make an application or comment on an
application, we will in future use the email facility to communicate with you.

2.14

Telephone
Dudley Council’s Planning Services may contact you by telephone if we need to confirm or request additional details.

2.15

Letter
We are likely to only communicate by letter if there are no other means of contacting you available.
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2.16

Planning for Real
Planning for Real and similar methods of consultation, like Participology, can help Dudley Council engage with the
community in a participative process leading to a plan or strategy, using models and other visual aids. These methods
will be particularly useful in Neighbourhood Planning and in the preparation of other area- based plans and strategies.

2.17

Planning Aid England
Planning Aid England (PAE) provides free* and independent professional planning advice for community groups and
individuals: http://www.rtpi.org.uk/planning-aid/

PAE can advise on, for example:
A. Commenting on planning applications or planning appeals;
B. How the community can get involved in plan making in their local area;
C. Developing Neighbourhood Plans; and
D. Learning how the planning system works.

PAE provide a 3 Stage approach:

Firstly, a Planning Aid Direct Web Resource which is free to use and provides answers to the questions people often ask about
planning, as well as clear explanations on how the planning system works.

If you cannot find the support or information you require after using Planning Aid Direct, PAE offers a limited amount of free
general planning advice: Advice Service.

If you require further support after using Planning Aid Direct and the Advice Service, then if you meet the eligibility criteria*
(essentially in not being able to afford a planning consultant), PAE can pass your case onto a local, professionally qualified
volunteer/caseworker.

14
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2.18

Community planning champions
The use of community planning champions to help broadcast local plan documents within their communities arose
from a meeting with the Dudley Federation of Tenants and Residents Associations during the consultation period on
the draft SCI.

2.19

The set up and administration of Planning champions would require a considerable level of training, time and
commitment for all parties however the benefits of having community members give out accurate information
amongst neighbours, friends and their communities would be invaluable for the planning service and assist in
breaking down language and knowledge barriers.

2.20

Virtual meetings and exhibitions
These forms of engagement provide a suitable means of communication especially during times of social
distancing. They allow us to electronically share information, which could be in the form of a virtual tour
around a display or a presentation, and discuss the content directly with individuals or groups of people.

2.21

Who we will seek to involve?
Community consultation is an essential and important part of planning, and this SCI states the approach Dudley Council
intends to take for each planning function/process.

2.22

However, broadly, Dudley Council wants to involve as many people as possible in plan making and planning decisions.
In shaping the future of the borough, the greater the numbers involved in the consultation process, the better the
understanding we have of the range of views and issues that the wider community has.

2.23

We would like to see the involvement of the community in the planning process as much wider than being able to
express views on planning applications and planning policy documents, but also, for instance, drawing up plans for
their neighbourhood (neighbourhood planning) and involvement in the delivery of regeneration
projects which have come about as a result of policies and proposals from planning policy documents which the
community have had an input into shaping and preparing.

2.24

We will look at opportunities to use the ‘People’s Panel’ model as a potential way of engaging with
communities on planning consultations. The People’s Panel model was originally trialled by Dudley
Council in 2019 as part of the Innovation in Democracy Programme and involves citizens in decision
making at local government level through innovative models of participatory democracy.

2.25

While we aim to communicate fairly with everyone, we would particularly like to engage more effectively with 2
groups of the community in particular:

1.

Young people – to ensure they have a greater future stake in their neighbourhood – also feeling part of a
community, and strengthened by a plan they would have helped to shape, may encourage them to remain part of
that community;

2.

Difficult to reach sections of the community, including people with a disability and ethnic minority communities
– to ensure that these groups actively engage with the planning processes, thereby enabling and celebrating
inclusivity in diversity and strengthening communities.
DUDLEY COUNCIL’S REGENERATION SERVICE
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2.26

Local plan consultationdatabase
The Local Plan consultation database is a list of individuals and organisations who have informed us that they wish to
be consulted on our planning policy documents, either on all of our emerging planning policy documents or only on
specified ones. If you as a group or individual would like to be put on our Local Plan Consultation Database please
contact us at development.control@dudley.gov.uk .

16
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PLANNING POLICY CONSULTATIONS

3
3.1

Dudley’s Local Plan
The Government’s National Planning Policy Framework (2019) (NPPF) refers to the collection of documents that make
up our statutory plan as the Local Plan.

3.2

The Local Plan along with Neighbourhood Plans, the Local Development Scheme (LDS) and the Authority
Monitoring Report (AMR) make up the Development Plan

3.3

Dudley’s Local Plan comprises:Development Plan Documents (DPDs)
These documents are subject to statutory preparation and adoption procedure, including an independent examination
(usually in the form of an Examination in Public [EIP]) – they are:•

The Black Country Core Strategy (BCCS) (2011) – this provides the planning strategy for the whole of the Black
Country and includes housing targets (up to 2026) – this is currently being reviewed as The Black Country
Plan – the programmed adoption date of this plan being 2024.

•

The Dudley Borough Development Strategy – this plan shows how we will implement the policies of the BCCS
within DudleyBorough

•

Area Action Plans (AAPs) – these are plans for our district and town centres

Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) – these provide guidance on how we apply our planning policies
and provide more detail on area-based and other policies
The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Charging Schedule – this sets out what charges we require for new housing
and retail development in certain parts of the borough that we can use to spend on infrastructure projects
Authority’s Monitoring Report (AMR) – this provides evidence on the extent to which our policies are being
implemented, their effectiveness and whether we are reaching our planning targets
Local Development Orders (LDOs) – these are either borough-wide or area-specific and allow us to automatically grant
planning permission for certain types of development, to encourage growth and investment
This Statement of Community Involvement (SCI)
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3.4

The diagram below outlines our current Development Plan:-

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)*

Black Country Core Strategy (BCCS)/
currently being reviewed as the Black
Country Plan (BCP)

Community Infrastructure Levy
(CIL) Charging Schedule

Statement of Community

Local Development Scheme

Involvement

Dudley Borough Development
Strategy (DBDS)

Authority’s Monitoring Report

(LDS)

Dudley Area

Brierley Hill Area

Action Plan

Action Plan –

(AMR)

Halesowen Area

Stourbridge Area

Action Plan

Action Plan

currently being
reviewed as The
Brierley Hill
Plan

Local Development Orders (LDOs)

Dudley Local Plan
3.5

(Potential) Neighbourhood Plans

Supplementary Planning
Documents (SPDs)

Development Plan documents

Local Development Scheme(LDS)
The LDS is our three-year project plan for the planning policy documents which we are currently preparing. It is
published on our website and provides a summary of the aims of these planning policy documents as well as
timescales for their progression and anticipated adoption (approval) date.

3.6

We are required to maintain an up-to-date LDS and we must identify the documents which, when prepared,
make up the Dudley Local Plan. It is important that local communities and interested parties can keep track of
progress of our planning policy document, particularly to know when they will have the opportunity to comment.
The latest, updated version of our LDS can be found at:-

https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/planning/planning-policy/dudley-local-plan/local-developmentscheme/
18
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3.7

Development Plan Documents (DPDs)
DPDs are subject to a formal statutory process, including community involvement. They are subject to:-

•

A Sustainability Appraisal (SA) - this assesses the environmental, economic and social effects of our policies and
proposals against set criteria. We consult on the SA as part of the consultation process on the DPD which it relates to.

•

An independent Examination in Public (EIP) – this is a meeting which the public are invited to attend, however
only those individuals who have made a representation on the Publication Stage of the DPD and who have put in a
request to so, can present evidence at the EIP - It should be noted that especially in times of social distancing,
this may be in the form of a virtual meeting

3.8

The formal process for consulting on a DPDs is set out in the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England)
Regulations 2012, (‘the Local Plan Regulations’). There are 3 key stages stated in these regulations:-

•

Preparation - Invite comments on the broad issues, topics and policies which the Local Plan ought to
contain - this includes the “Issues and Options” and our “Draft Plan” and/or “Preferred Options” stages of
the plan production

•

Publication - Draft plan published for representations for a minimum of 6 weeks –this is the stage
prior to the Plan’s submission to the Secretary of State/Planning Inspectorate for a potential Examination in
Public (EIP)

•

Representations - Plan submitted for examination along with evidence and a statement of
representations

•

3.9

Following the successful completion of these stages DPDs will require the agreement of our full Council

There is flexibility available to us as to how we carry out plan production, providing that it accords with the
requirements of the relevant current regulations and the provisions of this SCI.

3.10

This SCI therefore specifies that in order to gain the maximum exposure of our document and opportunity for our
consultation bodies to comment, including our community, that we consult on our plans when they are in the
preparation stages for a minimum of 6 weeks and to allow for a degree of flexibility in the time available for
comment during these initialstages:-
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CONSULTATION ON DEVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENTS (DPDs)
When we will consult:
•

Issues and Options Stage* – a minimum of 6 weeks consultation – the object of this consultation is to gain the
views of consultees on the vision and strategy of the DPD, through the presentation of a
series of options.

•

Preferred Options Stage* or “Draft Plan Stage” – a minimum of 6 weeks consultation – this will enable
consultees to comment on the draft preferred options which we have arrived at, guided by the responses
we have obtained on theprevious stage.

•

Publication Stage – 6 weeks consultation - consultation on legal compliance, Duty to Cooperate and the 4
Tests of Soundness (these being, positively prepared, justified, effective and consistent with national policy)

•

Any interim stages – such as modifications to the plan or re-consults will be subject to a
6 week consultation

•

Notice of the Examination in Public (EIP) – as required by the regulations, we will give 6 weeks’ notice
to interested parties should there be an EIP for a DPD.

*We will also adopt a degree of flexibility within the first 2 stages where this is possible to enable representations to be
received outside of the prescribed timescales, particularly to enable comment on the emerging policies and proposals
of our DPDs.

20
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3.11

Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs)
SPDs build upon and provide more detailed advice or guidance on the policies in Development Plan Documents.
They are used to help applicants make successful applications or aid infrastructure delivery.

3.12

While SPDs are subject to public consultation, they are not required to be subject to an EIP. In order to be
adopted, SPDs need to be approved by the Council.

3.13

As with DPDs, the statutory requirements for preparing and consulting on SPDs are set in the Town and Country
Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012, (‘the Local Plan Regulations’) However it should be noted that,
as a departure from those regulations, during periods of nationally or locally prescribed social distancing, copies of
SPDs will not be made available at our offices for inspection.
Public participation - We need to prepare a Statement on who we consulted and the issues raised and how we

•

addressed them. We need to make copies of that statement and the SPD available and consult on them for at
least 4 weeks
Availability of documents - An SPD needs to be made available for inspection at our office and published on our

•

website

3.14

These Regulations require a minimum of 4 weeks for consultation on a SPD. This SCI therefore specifies that in order to
gain the maximum exposure of our document and opportunity for our consultation bodies to comment, including our
community, that we extend the time available for commenting on our SPDs to a minimum of 6 weeks.

CONSULTATION ON SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENTS (SPDs)
WHEN we will consult:
•

Draft document stage – a minimum of 6 weeks consultation – the object of this consultation is to gain the
views of consultees on the draft guidance within the emerging SPD. We will also adopt a degree of flexibility
where this is possible, to enable representations from our community to be received outside of this prescribed
period

DUDLEY COUNCIL’S REGENERATION SERVICE

REGENERATING

21

2.1

Who we will consult on the Dudley Local Plan

Under the Duty to Cooperate, we will consult the following public bodies on our plans:WHO we will consult on our Local Plan Document, a) List of public bodies
1. Neighbouring authorities
2. The Environment Agency
3. Historic England
4. Marine Management Organisation
5. Natural England
6. Civil Aviation Authority
7. Homes England
8. Dudley Clinical Commissioning Group
9. National Health Service CommissioningBoard
10. Office of RailRegulation
11. West Midlands Combined Authority
12. Transport for West Midlands (TfWM)
13. The Highways Agency

b) We will also consult
•

Other public and voluntary bodies relevant to the subject matter and/or area focus of the local plan
document, including internal consultees – e.g. the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) and
The Canal and River Trust

•

Those individuals and/or organisations on our Local Plan Database who have indicated that they
would wish to be consulted on a particular plan or on all of our policy documents

•

The residential and business communities which will be likely to be affected by the policies and
proposals of the Local Plan, including community groups, councillors, schools and colleges, youth
organisations and hard-to-reach members of the community.
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2.2

How we will consult on the Dudley Local Plan
We will consult on the Dudley Local Plan through a range of channels, dependant on the nature and type of the Local
Plan document. These channels are set out below and grouped into what we will do in publicising our documents
(Required) and what we may do in addition (Advisory) dependent on the nature of the document.

HOW we will consult on our Local Plan Documents
Required:
•

E-mail, or, in the absence of an e-mail address, letter

•

On our website

•

With copies of the plan available in our reception, at Council Plus and at the main libraries within the
borough * this means of consultation will not be a requirement during nationally or locally prescribed
periods of social distancing

•

Through media and social medianetworks

Advisory:
•

Public Meetings, which can be in the form of virtual meetings

•

Presentations at community groups and forums, including ethnic minority community groups and
disabled persons’ groups, which can be in the form of virtual presentations

•

Presentations at schools, colleges and youth organisations, which can be in the form of virtual presentations

•

Presence/Exhibitions within Town Centres – particularly where that centre is the subject of an AAP, which can be in
the form of virtual exhibitions

•

Our Councillors, including those who sit at Development Control Committee Meetings

•

Presentation to business groups, including local chambers of commerce, which can be in the form of virtual
presentations, which can be in the form of virtual presentations

•

Through “Community Planning Champions”, especially where a plan focuses on a community and/or area which
they have connectionswith

3.19

•

Workshop events, including the use of models as appropriate

•

Other means of advertising/ publicity – for instance use of local media and advertisements/posters

What happens to yourcomments?
Any comments received when we consult on our planning policy documents will be carefully assessed and where
appropriate will help inform, shape or modify the policies and proposals of our Local Plan.

3.20

When we consult on our planning documents, we understand how important it is to provide feedback to those who
have made the effort to respond to our consultations.
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3.21

Therefore, for each of our emerging Local Plan documents, we will produce a:

Consultation Statement
This will identify who, how and by what means we consulted upon for each consultation stage of the plan and it will
be made public and provide part of the evidence for the Local Plan.
It will contain:a. Duty to Cooperate Statement – this will set out how we consulted with our relevant duty to cooperate bodies and
partners, a summary of the responses received and how we responded to them
b. Representations’ Report – this report will be produced and published after each consultation stage and will
provide a particular focus on comments received from the community, together with our response.

24
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING

4
2.1

As part of our aim of getting more of our communities involved in the planning process, thereby strengthening
communities and not only giving people a say in shaping their environment, but also giving them a sense of
responsibility for, and pride in, their neighbourhood, we are encouraging local communities to take an active role in
planning their neighbourhoods through the preparation of Neighbourhood Plans.

2.2

As a community, if you would like to see more growth than is being promoted in the Dudley Local Plan, you have the
opportunity to get together to form a Neighbourhood Forum, to create your own Neighbourhood Plan, and through
this Plan, you can then allow the development that you want to see in areas where you most want to see it without
the need for planning applications, through Neighbourhood Development Order.

2.3

We will help, advise and work with you in the preparation of your Neighbourhood Plan. You may also want to
seek independent planning advice by using Planning Aid England, Planning for Real http://www.
planningforreal.org.uk/ and http://www.communityplanning.net/

2.4

2.5

Neighbourhood Forums
•

must have a membership that includes a minimum of 21 individuals who either -

•

live inthe neighbourhood area;

•

work there and/or;

•

are elected members (councillors) for a ward is within or partly within the neighbourhood area

Neighbourhood Plans
•

can be very simple and concise or go into considerable detail;

•

are required to be in line with national planning policy, with the strategic vision for the wider area set by
Dudley Council and with other legal requirements;

•

2.6

should not be used to promote less development than set out in the Dudley Local Plan.

Neighbourhood Development Orders
•

can grant planning permission for specific types of development in a specific neighbourhood area

•

a Neighbourhood Development Order can therefore:

-

apply to a specific site, sites, or wider area;

-

grant planning permission for a certain type or types of development;

-

grant planning permission outright or subject to conditions

•

a Neighbourhood Development Order can be used to permit building operations (e.g. structural alterations,
construction, demolition or other works carried out by a builder) changes of use of land and buildings; and/or
engineering operations
DUDLEY COUNCIL’S REGENERATION SERVICE
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2.7

The Neighbourhood Planprocess
This process can be simplified into what part of the process the Neighbourhood Forum is required to do with our
assistance, what we are required to do, and what we can work in partnership on, with a view to us being as active as
possible in supporting Neighbourhood Plans.

NEIGHBOURHOOD AREA
Application for designation

NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM
Application for formation

Dudley Council publicise and consult for a 6
week period

Dudley Council publicise and consult for a 6
week period

Draft NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Produced by the Neighbourhood Forum and
consulted upon

Dudley Council check whether the plan
accords with regulations and help to publicise
and consult for a 6 week period

Amended NEIGHBOURHOOD
PLAN
Produced by the Neighbourhood Forum
and consulted upon

Dudley Council check whether the plan accords
with the regulations and help to publicise and
consult for a 6 week period. Appoint an
Inspector

EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC
Plan considered by independent
inspector

REFERENDUM
ADOPTION

Dudley Council and the forum consider
the Inspector’s report and decide whether to
progress to a referendum

Dudley Council publish a decision notice and
declare the result
Dudley Council adopt the plan

26

YOUR PLACE - YOUR PLAN • DUDLEY COUNCIL’S STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

5.0 CONSERVATION AREA CHARACTER
APPRAISALS (CACAS)
5.1

CACAs identify the important characteristics of our Conservation Area, as well as giving residents and owners of what
improvements can be made to the area and even whether an extension to the Conservation Area can be justified.
Ideally, they should be reviewed every five years.

5.2

Public consultation is an integral part of the CACA and brings valued understanding and sense of pride and
ownership to the communities which live and work in our Conservation Areas.

Conservation Area Character Appraisals (CACA)
When we will consult:
We will consult on our CACAs for a period of a minimum of 3 weeks
How we will consult – by:
•

Notifying all the properties within the Conservation Area subject to the CACA

•

Placing a notice in the local press

•

Publicising on our website, through media, social media, and

•

within our reception areas and at main libraries * this means of consultation will not be a requirement during
nationally or locally prescribed periods of social distancing

•

Engaging with other relevant interested parties, including Historic England, the Canal and River Trust and Local
History Societies, using virtual means of communication as necessary

5.3

Comments received from the consultation process will be taken into consideration in finalising the CACA, and those
who have actively participated in the consultation will be notified when the CACA is adopted.

5.4

Further information on the borough’s Conservation Areas and those which are the subject of a CACA can be found
at:- http://www.dudley.gov.uk/resident/planning/historic-environment/conservation-areas/

(The Delph Locks included within the 4 Canals Character Appraisal)
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6 COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY (CIL)
6.1

The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is a charge that Dudley Council can apply to certain types of development
in parts of the borough. CIL is used to help pay for infrastructure projects to benefit our communities, local
environment and the businesses that operate within the borough. The CIL charge and list of infrastructure projects
is subject to periodic review. Our current, adopted CIL and Regulation 123 List can be found at
https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/planning/planning-policy/dudley-local-plan/community-infrastructure-levy/

6.2

The CIL Regulations 2010 (as amended) – http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2010/9780111492390/contents set
out the Consultations requirements on CIL. There are 2 draft CIL documents which we are required to consult on:-

1)

a Preliminary Draft Charging Schedule – which sets out our initial CIL proposals;

2)

a Draft Charging Schedule – this will address comments received at the preliminary draft stage and comprises the
stage prior to publication of the schedule for examination.

Preliminary Draft CIL Charging Schedule and Draft Charging Schedule by when we
will consult
On both of these stages, we will consult for a minimum period of 4 weeks
How we will consult – by:

6.3

•

Notifying neighbouring authorities and our other Duty to Cooperate partners

•

Placing a notice in the local press

•

Publicising on our website through media and social media

•

Publicising within our reception areas and at main libraries and making copies available in these locations, * this
means of consultation will not be a requirement during nationally or locally prescribed periods of social distancing

•

Notifying individuals and organisations on our Local Plans Database

The publication of the Draft Charging Schedule must be accompanied by a “Statement of the
Representations Procedure”.

The Statement of the Representations Procedure” is required to explain:-
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•

The date by which comments should be received (not less than 4 weeks from the commencement date)

•

How comments should besubmitted

•

That those commenting can request to be heard at the public examination

•

That comments can be accompanied by a request to be notified later in the process
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6.4

When the Draft Charging Schedule is submitted for Examination, we need to notify all those who have requested to be
informed.

6.5

Once we have approved a Charging Schedule, notice must be given in the local press of the approval and those persons
who requested to be notified, and a copy sent to the Secretary of State.

6.6

Associated with CIL, we also produce an Infrastructure List (Regulation 123 List). This list identifies infrastructure projects
and types of infrastructure which we can fund with monies we receive from our CIL. It is our intention to review the
Regulation 123 List (or its superseding document) at least on an annual basis.

6.7

It should be noted that at the time of writing of this SCI, the Regulation 123 list was subject to government review and
alternative means of allocating CIL monies on projects were being looked into – Infrastructure Funding Statement.
However, it is considered that we will adopt the same consultation procedures as the for the Infrastructure Funding
Statements as we did for the Regulation 123 List, unless otherwise directed by government.t

6.8

We will consult on our CIL Regulation 123 List (or superseding Infrastructure Funding Statement) for a minimum period of 4
weeks.

CIL Regulation 123 List /
Infrastructure Funding Statement
When we will consult:
We will consult for a minimum period of 4 weeks How we will consult – by:
•

Notifying neighbouring authorities and our other Duty to Cooperate partners

•

Notifying our councillors

•

Publicising on our website, through media and social media,

•

Publicising within our reception areas and at main libraries and making copies available in these locations
this means of consultation will not be a requirement during nationally prescribed periods of social distancing

•

Notifying individuals and organisations on our Local Plans Consultation Database

*
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7 LOCAL DEVELOPMENT ORDERS (LDOs)
7.1

Certain works, operations and changes of use can be carried out without the need for planning permission. This is
known as permitted development.

7.2

However, with a Local Development Order (LDO), Dudley Council can also automatically grant permission for
certain types of other development under specific (planning) conditions within our borough, either at a borough
wide level or within a particular area of the borough. Neighbourhood Development Orders associated with
Neighbourhood Plans (see Section 4 of this SCI) have a similar effect to LDOs.

7.3

LDOs can create certainty and save time and money for those involved in the planning process. They are also very
flexible tools, and it may be appropriate for them to be either permanent or time-limited, depending on their aim and
local circumstances. The process involved in making an LDO is regulated by The Town and Country Planning
(Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015.

7.4

Different approaches need to be taken on consulting on borough-wide LDOs and those LDOs specific to a
geographical area of the borough. For both types of LDO we will undertake a consultation exercise for a
minimum period of 4 weeks. After the adoption of an LDO, we are required to notify the Secretary of State, via the
National Planning Casework Unit at npcu@communities.gsi.gov.uk .It will also be appropriate to publicise the LDO for
a minimum period of 6 months after the LDO is adopted and is in operation.
How we will consult on a borough-wide Local Development Order (LDO) – by:
•
•

Publicising the LDO consultation on our website and through social media networks

Publicising the LDO within our reception areas, at our main libraries, * this method of consultation will not be a
requirement during nationally or locally prescribed periods of social distancing
• Publicising the LDO in the local press and other media outlets as appropriate
•

Notifying all ourDuty-to-Cooperate partners

•

Notify Statutory Consultees: Natural England; the Environment Agency; Historic England; NHS
Commissioning Board and clinical commissioning group; Severn Trent Water and South Staffs Water;
Highways England; relevant electronic communications companies

•

E-mail, or, in the absence of an e-mail address, send a letter out to all our relevant contacts on the Local Plan
Consultation Database, and

•

Where practical, presenting the LDO at community group meetings and forums, this could be in the form of virtual
meetings and presentations

•

Giving consideration to leaflets being sent out with other council correspondence and notifying all consultants/
agents who regularly submit planning applications within the borough but who are not on that database

How we will publicise an adopted borough-wide Local Development Order (LDO) – by:

•
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•

Notifying the National Planning Caseworkers Unit, and

•

All those individuals and organisations who commented on the draft LDO

•

Publishing a notice of the LDO in the local press and other media outlets as appropriate

•

Notifying our Duty-to-Cooperatepartners
Advertising and providing copies of the LDO within our reception areas and at our main libraries, * this method of
consultation will not be a requirement during nationally or locally prescribed periods of social distancing
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How we will consult on an area-based Local Development Order (LDO) – by:
•
•

Publicising the LDO consultation on our website and through social media networks

Publicising the LDO within our reception areas, at our main libraries, * this method of consultation will not be a
requirement during nationally or locally prescribed periods of social distancing
• Publicising the LDO in the local press and other media outlets as appropriate
•

Notify Statutory Consultees: Natural England; the Environment Agency; Historic England; NHS
Commissioning Board and clinical commissioning group; Severn Trent Water and South Staffs Water;
Highways England; relevant electronic communications companies

•

Where practical, presenting the LDO at community group meetings and forums, this could be in the form of virtual
meetings and presentations

•

E-mail, or, in the absence of an e-mail address, send a letter out to all our relevant contacts on the Local
Plan ConsultationDatabase

•

Notifying all ourDuty-to-Cooperate partners

•

Displaying at least two site notices within the area subject to the LDO

How we will publicise an adopted area-based Local Development Order (LDO) – by:
•

Notifying the National Planning Caseworkers Unit, and

•

All those individuals and organisations who commented on the draft LDO

•

Publishing a notice of the LDO in the local press and other media outlets as appropriate

•

Notifying our Duty-to-Cooperatepartners
Advertising and providing copies of the LDO within our reception areas and at our main libraries, * this means of
consultation will not be a requirement during nationally or locally prescribed periods of social distancing

•
•
•
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8 ARTICLE 4 DIRECTION ORDERS
8.1

Article 4 Direction Orders are similar to LDOs in that they allow Dudley Council to impose different permitted
development rights to those stated in national regulations. However they are different to LDOs in that rather
adding to the types of development which can be undertaken without needing planning permission, Article 4
Direction Orders involve the removal of permitted development rights.

8.2

They are often used in areas of high conservation importance, for instance to prevent the insertion of built features
which would appear out of character within such areas, or where we wish to prevent changes of use which would
normally be allowed under permitted development (e.g. a change of use from offices to dwellings) but would be
harmful to overall planning strategy if such development was uncontrolled.

(Mushroom Green – subject of an Article 4 Direction Order)
8.3

The procedures for the making of an Article 4 Direction Order are set out in full within Schedule 3 of the General
Permitted Development Order 2015 - http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/596/pdfs/uksi_20150596_en.pdf.
The consultation process is summarised below. We will consult on the draft Article 4 Direction Order for a minimum
of 3 weeks:How we will consult on an Article 4 Direction Order – by:
•

Publishing a notice of the direction in the local press and on our website

•

Displaying at least two site notices for a period of at least 4 weeks

•

Publicising the Order through media and social media networks,

•

Publicising the Order within our reception areas and at main libraries * this means of consultation will not be a
requirement during nationally or locally prescribed periods of social distancing

•

Sending a copy of the direction to the Secretary of State

How we will publicise an Article 4 Direction Order once it has been confirmed – by:
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•

Informing owners and occupiers in the same way as required in the consultation on the direction

•

Sending a finalised copy to the Secretary of State
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9
9.1

PRE-APPLICATION PROCESS
Prior to the submission of a formal planning application, particularly for a major scheme, the government
encourages developers to submit the scheme to Dudley Council so that we can assess the likely issues which the
developer needs to address as part of the planning application and which issues to give a particular
focus. Sometimes we will offer a without prejudice opinion that the scheme is unlikely to be viewed favourably. However
such an opinion should not necessarily prevent the scheme from being submitted to us.

9.2

As part of the pre-application process, on schemes which are likely to be of significance to local communities,
including council projects, the developer is encouraged to consult the local community likely to be affected by, or
benefit from, the scheme, and local councillors, who can gain information from the scheme and assess the
community’s reaction first hand.

9.3

The process can help to identify potential improvements to the scheme and overcome objections at the planning
application stage. Such pre-application consultations can be in the form of exhibitions, presentations or letters to
individuals and/or organisations.

9.4

If requested, we will assist where we can in ensuring that our communities are appropriately consulted by the
developer. However, this would be on an understanding that any comments made during this process are received by
the developer and not us.

9.5

The results from the pre-application consultation will form the basis of a Statement of Pre-Application
Consultation which is submitted with the planning application and will set out the main issues raised by the
community and how the developers have addressed them within the scheme.

9.6

The pre-application process is also available to people within the community who may wish to seek advice from the
Council prior to the submission of a householder application.
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10 PLANNING APPLICATIONS
10.1

The planning applicationprocess
The planning application process is described in some detail on our website (“How Planning Applications are dealt
with”) - http://www.dudley.gov.uk/resident/planning/planning-services/submitting-a-planning- application-/howplanning-applications-are-dealt-with-/

10.2

The process is currently regulated by The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure)
(England) Order 2015 - http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/595/article/15/made .In summary, the process
comprises:Stage 1- Receipt and registration – Dudley Council receive a planning application and once we have checked that it
complies with relevant national and local validation requirements, contains all of the relevant information and has an
appropriate fee, it is considered “valid”, registered and allocated to a Case Officer. At this point, the application will be
available to view on the Council’s website at http://www.dudley.gov.uk/resident/ planning/planning-services/searchfor-a-planning-application/
Stage 2 – Consultation and publicity

•

we will consult on a planning application in line with national regulations and guidance – this is currently for a
minimum of 21 days.

•

if the scheme is amended, and we consider that those amendments raise new issues which could lead to further
comment, we will seek to re-consult for a further 10 days).

•

In some cases, we will display a site notice at the locality and advertise the application in a local newspaper.

•

However, it should be noted that, under national regulations and guidance, some application types are exempt from
external consultations.
Stage 3 – Assessment – the Case Officer will normally visit the site – however this will not be the case during
nationally or locally prescribed periods of social distancing, particularly during a full lockdown phase – instead
site notices are posted, and applicants are requested to provide site photos to us. All site visits, whether within
or outside a period of social distancing, will be carried out in line with the most up-to-date risk assessment which
aligns with government advice. Following a site visit or other means of viewing the site in its context, the Case
Officer will take into consideration any representations received, including those made by the community, as well
as relevant government and Local Plan policies and advice, and make a recommendation on the proposed
development.
Stage 4 – Making a decision – the progress of the application from here will largely be dependent on the officer’s
recommendation, the number of objections received and whether they are “material” (relevant), duly made or made
in isolation. In most circumstances the Head of Planning and Development will determine the application under
“delegated authority”, however, should the case officer make a recommendation to approve the scheme despite a
number of material objections received on it, it will either be determined by the Chair of the Committee or be
submitted to Development Control Committee. . It should be noted that these committee meetings could be in
the form of virtual meetings, particularly at times of social distancing
Stage 5 – Post decision – if the applicants disagree with our decision, they have the opportunity to appeal against it (see
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below).
10.3

Who we will consult on planning applications
The main types of consultation are: public consultation, statutory consultees, consultation required by direction and
non-statutory consultees
Who we will consult on planning applications:
On deciding on who we will consult, we will take the following into account:•

Our Statutory and Non-Statutory Consultees – a current list of such bodies is set out in Appendices Band
C of this SCI

•

Other bodies relevant to the proposal – e.g. in the case of the potential loss of ancient trees
and/or woodland – The Woodland Trust

•

internal consultees appropriate to the development proposal

•

Those neighbours which we consider to be directly affected by the development proposal

•

On major strategic applications or applications for development close to the borough boundary, our
Duty to Cooperate partners

10.4

How we will consult on planning applications
We are required by the regulations to consult using different methods depending on the type of application we are
consulting upon – e.g. whether we are required to consult by direct neighbour notifications, displaying a site notice
or in the local press.

A list of our statutory publicity requirements for planning and heritage applications is set out in Appendix C of this
SCI.

10.5

The type of application includes those proposals which are subject to an Environmental Assessment and to
whether the development proposal is classed as is Major or Minor Development.
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Major applications are currently identified in the regulations as:
•

Housing developments of more than 10 dwellings or on a site of 0.5 ha or more

•

Any other development with a floor area of 1,000 sq m or more or on a site of 1 ha or more

•

Waste development

How we will seek to consult on planning applications – by, depending on the type of application, the methods
required through the regulations
•

By letter or Email to the owners/occupiers of premises/properties or land likely to be affected by the
proposal – or by Site Notice – to be displayed for a minimum of 21 days

•

Providing information on planning applications on our website through

a) the “search for a planning application facility” - http://www.dudley.gov.uk/resident/planning/planning-

services/search-for-a-planning-application/
b) looking at the Weekly List -http://www.dudley.gov.uk/resident/planning/planning-services/ weekly-

planning-lists/
•

Publishing a Notice in the Local Press – for certain types of development: Major applications; Listed Building
Consent; development affecting Conservation Areas; Development subject to an Environmental Impact
Assessment; Departures from the Development Plan; Development affecting a Public Right of Way

36
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10.6

Commenting on aplanning application
Information on how our community can comment on a planning application is set out in full on our website at https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/planning/planning-services/search-for-planning-applications/commenton-a-planning-application/

However, there are certain issues which we need to highlight at the different stages of its processing:A.

When a planning application is submitted

•

Comments can be made by anyone who becomes aware of a planning application proposal,

•

You can object/support a planning application on-line through the search for a planning application facility, or you
can write to us at development.control@dudley.gov.uk or at our postal address

•

We will accept petitions and pro-forma letters as representations, and will take the first name on the petition as the
main contact for further information if required
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•

Any comments need to be “duly made” – that is they cannot be made anonymously

•

Often residents will want to comment on a proposal on matters that are not controlled by planning legislation –
these are called “non-material” considerations – and which cannot be taken into account.

Non-material considerations include – loss of property value, loss of a view, boundary and other legal
disputes between neighbours, potential problems associated with construction work, competition
between businesses and structural and fire precaution issues

•

Any comments made will be published in full on our website, however we will remove any personal details such as
signatures, phone numbers and email addresses

•

Dudley Council also reserve the right not to publish any comment(s) considered defamatory or harmful to either an
applicant or consultee

•

Once the consultation period has ended, we will consider all the representations made and proceed to make a
decision on the application
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B.

When a planning application is reported to committee

•

The Case Officer’s report will be informed by consultation responses and representations, which will be set out in
summary within the report.

•

If you have supported or objected to an application and a decision is to be made at the committee we will write to
you in advance of the committee meeting to inform you of the date and invite interested parties to speak: the
public speaking process can be viewed at:- http://www.dudley.gov.uk/resident/planning/planningservices/comment-on-a-planning-application/

•

The Development Control (DC) Committee meets in the Council House in Dudley, however, it should be
noted that these meetings could be in the form of virtual meetings, especially at times of social
distancing

•

These are meetings which the public are invited to attend, however certain items may need to be discussed in
private

•

The committee will resolve to approve, refuse or defer the application, with or against the officers’
recommendation.

C.

After we have made a decision on a planning application

•

If the application has been refused, either by officers under delegated powers or at a committee meeting, the
developer has the right to appeal to the Secretary of
State/ The Planning Inspectorate - the appeal is heard by a Planning Inspector

There are 3 types of appeal –
a) Written Representations
b) Informal Hearing*
c) Public (Local) Inquiry*

*It should be noted that Informal Hearings and Public Inquiries may be conducted as virtual meetings, especially
during times of social distancing
•

However if we have approved an application which you have objected to, you cannot appeal this decision - there
being no “third party” rights of appeal.

•

Anyone who has submitted comments about the original application or spoken about the application at the
committee will be informed and given the opportunity to comment further directly to the Planning Inspectorate
(and not theCouncil).

•

The appeal decision will be publicised on the Planning Inspectorate’s website - https://www.gov.uk/
government/organisations/planning-inspectorate
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11 SUMMARY
11.1

This SCI will enable Dudley Council to engage with more of our community and to a higher standard on
planning issues, give everyone a fair and equal opportunity to comment on plans, assist our communities in the
preparation of Neighbourhood Plans, and thereby enable our communities to take more pride in, and
responsibility for, their neighbourhoods.

11.2

Dudley Council will seek to update this SCI on a three-year cycle.

11.3

We acknowledge that while undertaking consultation is a fundamental part of the planning process, it generally
incurs direct costs in terms of resources and staff time. However, the use of technology and new and innovative
means of communication has helped effectiveness and efficiencies, for example –

•

All applicants who apply online receive all further communication by email

•

All application documentation including plans, consultations and decision documentation is published on the
website in realtime

•

If possible, we call on the telephone or email applicants/ consultees if we require additional information.

•

The use of electronic working methods and better use of the internet means we no longer have a printed file for
applications

•

Through the ability to e-mail individuals on the Local Plan Consultation Database rather than incurring the cost of
mailing letters out

•

Through the use of social media – such as our Twitter Account - in using this medium to receive comments on our
policy plans andguidance.

•

Virtual meetings, exhibitions and presentations provide an appropriate and effective means of
engagement, particularly during times of social distancing
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APPENDIX A
STATUTORY PUBLICITY REQUIREMENTS FOR PLANNING AND HERITAGE APPLICATIONS
Type of development

Site notice and neighbour

Newspaper

notification letter

advertisement

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Site notice

Website

Applications for major
development as defined in
Article 2 of the Development
Management Procedure Order
Applications subject to
Environmental Impact
Assessment which are
accompanied by an
environmental statement
Applications which do
not accord with the
development plan in force in
the area
Applications which would
affect a right of way to which
Part 3 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 applies
Applications for planning
permission not covered in

X

the entries above e.g. non-

X

major development
Applications for listed building
consent where works to the

X

X

exterior of the building are
proposed
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X

APPENDIX B
STATUTORY CONSULTEES ON APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PERMISSION
Statutory consultee

Type of development

Adjoining landowners

Article 15 Development Management Procedure Order Canal and

River Trust

Schedule 4 (za) Development Management Procedure Order

Coal Authority

Article 26 and Schedule 4 (o) Development Management Procedure Order

Control of major-accident
hazards competent authority
(COMAH)

Schedule 4 (zb) Development Management Procedure Order

Crown Estates Commissioners

Article 26 Development Management Procedure Order

Department of Energy
Climate Change

Article 26 Development Management Procedure Order and

Environment Agency

Schedule 4 (p) (t) (u) (v) (zc) (zd) Development Management Procedure Order

Forestry Commission

Paragraph 4 of Schedule 5 of Town and Country Planning Act 1990

Garden History Society

Schedule 4 (s) Development Management Procedure Order
See also guidance on conserving and enhancing the historic environment

Health and Safety Executive

Schedule 4 (e) Development Management Procedure Order
See also guidance on hazardous substances Advice for local planning authorities on
consulting Health and Safety Executive on planning applications is also available

Highways Authority

Schedule 4 (g) (h) (i) (k) (l) (m) (n) Development Management Procedure Order

Highways England

Schedule 4 (g) (h) (i) Development Management Procedure Order

Historic England

Schedule 4 (g) (r) (s) Development Management Procedure Order See also
guidance on conserving and enhancing the historic environment

Local Highway Authority

Schedule 4 (k) (l) (m) (n) Development Management Procedure Order Local

Planning Authorities

Schedule 4 (b) (c) Development Management Procedure Order

Natural England

Schedule 4 (w) (y) (zb) Development Management Procedure Order Paragraph 4 of
Schedule 5 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990

Rail Infrastructure Managers

Article 16 Development Management Procedure Order Rail

Network Operators

Schedule 4(j) Development Management Procedure Order

Sport England

Schedule 4 (z) Development Management Procedure Order

Theatres Trust

Schedule 4 (x) Development Management Procedure Order Toll

Road Concessionaries

Schedule 4(m) Development Management Procedure Order
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Water and sewerage undertakers
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Schedule 4(zf) Development Management Procedure Order
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APPENDIX C
NON-STATUTORY CONSULTEES IDENTIFIED IN NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY ¶ GUIDANCE
Non-statutory consultee

Typed of development

Emergency Services and
Multi-Agency Emergency Planning

See the guidance on Flooding and Coastal.

Forestry Commission

See guidance on the Natural Environment.

Health and Safety Executive

See the deciding planning applications around hazardous installations
guidance.
See para 36 of the Planning practice guidance for onshore oil and gas.

Ministry of Defence

See guidance for renewable and low carbon energy Office of

Nuclear Regulation

See thedeciding planning applications around hazardous
installations guidance.

Police and Crime Commissioners

See the guidance on design Rail

Network Operators

See the guidance on transport

Sport England

See guidance on Open space, sports and recreation facilities

Business Improvement Districts

Designated under The Business Improvement Districts (England)
Regulations 2004
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APPENDIX D
GLOSSARY
Area Action Plans (AAP)
Development Plan Document providing a planning framework for areas of change or conservation. Area Action Plans may
also be used to deliver regeneration objectives in a particular area.
Authority Monitoring Report (AMR)
Forms part of the local plan, and the requirement for a local authority to produce an Authority Monitoring Report is set out
in Section 113 of the Localism Act 2011.
Black Country Core Strategy (BCCS)
The BCCS was adopted on the 3rd February 2011 and is the spatial document which sets out the vision, objectives and
strategy for the future development in the Black Country (comprising the four Black Country Authorities – Dudley, Sandwell,
Wolverhampton and Walsall) to 2026. A review of the BCCS is underway which is intended to provide a planning strategy
up to 2036.
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) and Charging Schedule
The Community Infrastructure Levy is a planning charge, introduced by the Planning Act 2008 as a tool for local authorities in
England and Wales to help deliver infrastructure to support the development of their area. It came into force on 6th April
2010, through the Community Infrastructure Levy Regulations 2010. The Charging Schedule specifies the specifics of that
charge.
Development Management process
This is also referred to as Development Control and primarily relates to the processing of planning applications.
Development Plan Documents (DPD)
Documents that sets out the strategic and overarching vision for the Borough. Development Plan Documents include the
Core Strategy, Site Specific Allocations of Land and Area Action Plans.
Duty to Cooperate
This requires cooperation between us and our neighbouring councils/planning authorities and other public bodies to maximise
the effectiveness of strategic planning within the borough, particularly to ensure that regional planning issues are properly
looked into.
Hard to Reach Groups
Individuals or groups that in the past may have been excluded from the planning process. Such groups may include disabled
people and the homeless. It will be the aim of the Council to actively seek involvement with these groups.
Listed Buildings
A listed building is a building, object or structure that has been judged to be of national importance in terms of architectural
or historic interest and included on a special register, called the List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest.
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Local Plan Consultation Database
Individuals and organisations who either the council view need to be informed of various stages in the planning process.
Local Planning Authority (LPA)
An LPA is the local authority or council that is empowered by law to exercise statutory town planning functions for a particular
geographical area of the UK.
Local Development Order (LDO)
LDOs are made by local planning authorities and give a grant of permission to specific types of development within a
defined area. They streamline the planning process by removing the need for developers to make a planning application
to the local planning authority.
Local Development Scheme (LDS)
Document setting out timescales and milestones for the production of Development Plan Documents and Supplementary
Planning Documents.
Localism Act (2011)
An Act of Parliament that changes the powers of local government in England. The aim of the act is to facilitate the devolution
of decision-making powers from central government control to individuals and communities.
Local Plan
In law this is described as the development plan documents adopted under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act
2004.
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
The NPPF was published on 27 March 2019 and sets out the Government’s planning policies for England and how these are
expected to be applied.
Non-statutory Consultees
In addition to Statutory Consultees, there are other consultees for which there are planning policy reasons to consult on
planning applications and who are likely to have an interest in a proposal, but who are not required toi be consulted by law
Permitted Development (PD)
Permitted development rights derive from a general planning permission granted not by the authority but by national
government. The rights apply to many common projects for houses.
Planning Aid (England)
Organisation that provides free advice on planning related matters. Planning Aid is staffed by experienced town
planners and will be a valuable source of support to many individuals and groups.
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004
Government Act which reforms the town planning and compulsory purchase framework in the United Kingdom
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Planning Enforcement
A breach of planning control defined within section 171A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, as the carrying out of
development without the required planning permission or failing to comply with any condition or limitation subject to
which planning permission has been granted.
Policies Map
Graphical illustration of development plan policies. By looking at the proposals map it should be clear which policies apply
in what particular area.
Site Specific Allocations
Document that sets out particular locations for development to occur such as housing or employment sites.
Statement of Community Involvement (SCI)
The term for the document that sets out the Council’s vision for engaging the community. The Statement of Community
Involvement is not a Development Plan Document although it will be subject to rigorous procedures of community
involvement.
Statutory Consultees
Individuals or groups that the Council is required to consult. This list of Consultees is provided by the Office of the Deputy
Prime Minister (see Appendix D for more details).
Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs)
Documents intended to provide support to Development Plan Documents. Although they will not have development plan
status they will be subject to procedures of community involvement and Sustainability Appraisal.
Sustainability Appraisal (SA)
An assessment of the likely significant social, economic and environmental impacts of policies.
Tree Preservation Order (TPO)
A Tree Preservation Order is made by a Local Planning Authority/Council to protect specific trees or a particular area, group or
woodland from deliberate damage and destruction.
Virtual Meetings, exhibitions and presentations
A virtual meeting, which could be in the form of an exhibition and/or presentation is when people, regardless of
their location, use video, audio, and text to link up online. They allow people to share information and data in realtime without being physically located together
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CONTACT US
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR CLARIFICATION, CONTACT:

Post: Dudley Council, Planning and Regeneration Service, Council House,
Priory Road, Dudley, West Midlands DY1 1HF
Telephone: 01384 814136
E-mail: development.control@dudley.gov.uk
Website: http://www.dudley.gov.uk/resident/planning/#
https://twitter.com/PlanningDudley
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